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CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
This course examines historical and current criminology theory and practice; analyzes concepts
and practices of crime and criminal behavior and society's response to them; and examines the
law, offenders, victims, forms of crime, and the criminaljustice system. Students will consider
various aspects of criminology theory and formulate their own perspective that takes into account
societal pressures and research about crime, rehabilitation, and recidivism.
COURSE RATIONALE AND APPROACH:
This is an advanced course in the criminal justice curricular sequence for all students interested in
the study of crime, deviance, criminality, and deviant/criminal behavior. The primary focus of the
course will be the understanding of the phenomenon of crime and someof its ramifications,
including a review of all prominent explanatory theories of crime and deviant behavior from a
variety of approaches and schools of thought (e.g., classical, biological, psychological,
sociological, religious, philosophical, medical, economic, and political science perspectives). In
addition, we will examine how the philosophy, practices, and programming initiatives of each era
is based on the various theories of crime during that same time frame. An interdisciplinary
approach, including lectures, discussions, video tapes, and guest speakers, will be the principle
methodology. Active student participationis strongly encouraged for this course.
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